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worth, of Groton in Middlesex county, heard a fine discourse on the words, "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." On Sunday the thirtieth the Reverend Mr. Goodridge, in an excellent sermon from a stirring text, " incoridged us to go and fite for our Land and Contry, saying we Did not do our Duty if we did not stand up now," And yet the intervening week was apparently spent neither in prayer nor in drill, but "a Strugling with the offisers which shold be the hiest in offise." l
Quarrelling too often did not cease when the election was over. Officers were for ever bickering about questions of rank and promotion, with the susceptibility of military men, and the breadth of language familiar to civilians whose vocabulary had been invigorated by the constant pursuit of local politics. Discord within the ranks was sometimes very little mitigated even by the most imminent danger from without. When Howe began his forward movement in Long Island, the officers of a New Hampshire battalion were not on speaking terms in consequence of a disagreement as to whether the companies should be marched to public worship on Sunday morning together or separate.2 That same summer a gentleman in the South Carolina militia informed his State authorities that the Indians were in arms on their frontier, along the banks of the river Saluda. " I am afraid," he said, "the burden of the war will fall on this regiment. The people over the river will do
1  Amos   Farnsworth's   Diary;    published   in  the   Proceedings  of the Massachusetts Historical Society for 1899.    Mr. Goodridge preached from Judges xx. 22 and 23:  "more particularly the last Clause in the 23rd verse."    That verse runs: "And the children of Israel went up and wept before the Lord until even, and asked counsel of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Benjamin rny brother?    And the Lord said, Go up against him."    They had already gone up against him once, on the igth of April, when Farnsworth "came to Lexington, whare much hurt was done to the houses thare.    But they was forsed to retreat, tho thay was more numerous than we.    And I saw many Ded Regulars by the way."
2  " Our Colonel," (the Major wrote,) " will not talk with me on the subject, but a great deal about me."